The content of placental protein 12 in decidua and fetal membranes is greater than in placenta.
Radioimmunoassay, gel filtration and sodium dodecyl sulphate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis were used to study the content and properties of placental protein 12 (PP12) in the placenta, decidua and fetal membranes. The tissues were obtained from early pregnancy in 12 cases, and after normal term delivery in eight cases in seven of which chorion and amnion laeve were also studied. There was more PP12 in decidua and fetal membranes than in placenta. The decidua/placenta ratio of PP12 content ranged from 2 to 1154 (mean 193, SEM 66). These results suggest that PP12 is a decidual rather than placental protein.